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Studio Application

To apply for a studio at Primary please complete the enclosed application form and email with requested supplementary material to admin@weareprimary.org with ‘Studio Application’ in the subject heading.
Deadline for applications: 10:00am monday 13 february 2012
All applications will be presented to a Selection Panel on Tuesday 21 February consisting of residents artists, Primary Board members and external cultural figures, successful individuals will be invited for an informal discussion about studio options within the building, unsuccessful individuals will be notified by email. We regret that due to limited capacity we are unable to feedback on unsuccessful applications. Further deadlines will be announced during 2012, until the building achieves desired occupancy. 

If you require any further information please contact Michelle Bowen: 

T: 01159244493 E: admin@weareprimary.org
INTRODUCTION

Primary is the first dedicated, permanent artist studios in Nottingham, to support the development and production of contemporary visual art in the city. Its mission is to operate high quality, secure and affordable studios with associated exhibition and events space, which will support artists and provide an integral public interface. 

Having secured a thirty-year lease for the former Douglas Primary school site in Nottingham, work was underway to transform the 2000m2 building into a social and cultural resource for the city. Primary has been developed by Nottingham Studios Ltd., a charity formed through artist-led initiatives focused on studio provision for the city. The project achieved funding from Arts Council England and the Foyle Foundation to invest in the building and create high quality artist studios, with the aspiration being to create a different level of studio provision for artists in Nottingham, rather than replace existing studio buildings in the city.

The first round of selection took place in September 2011, with twelve artists / artist groups moving into the building. There will be an open application process for studio space, seeking artists with an active commitment to an ongoing contemporary art practice and a desire to make a contribution to artistic culture of the building.

Primary has a commitment to ensure that the building develops a strong public interface. This will be achieved through the delivery of a growing, varied public programme, which will expand and evolve as the building develops. The two large halls at the heart of the building will feature as the main public spaces, with a planned kitchen and a live-in residency space providing alternative spaces within the public programme. The aspiration is to work with artists in the building as well as other organisations, developing a varied programme of events, exhibitions and talks, both local and international, to make Primary an integral part of the arts infrastructure in the city.
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Studios

The building houses a variety of studio spaces with different characteristics and ranging in size from 15-90 m2. There are single occupancy and others that are available as shared spaces. Artists can apply with a specific share in mind, or Primary can facilitate this process. The cost of studio rental varies according to each space from £60-300 per month, which includes VAT and all services (heating, electricity and Wi-Fi). 

Rent will be paid monthly by direct debit, and a deposit of 1 months’ rent must be paid in advance.

Applications

Primary is pleased to receive applications from artists and individuals, who whilst not artists are engaged in related professions (e.g. curators, writers, researchers etc.), have clear reasons for wishing to be based at Primary, and a willingness to make an active contribution to the artistic culture of the organisation.

All Applicants should demonstrate:

· An active commitment to supporting or developing contemporary art practice

· An engagement with the wider contemporary art context

· Clear intentions for the development of their practice / activity

· How a studio space at Primary will benefit their practice / activity

· A willingness to make an active contribution to artistic culture of Primary

Whilst the aspirations for the organisation provide a guiding ethos for the culture of the building and its activities, the exact nature of how this will be achieved will be developed by the Development Manager in a close working relationship with the Board as well as with resident and associate artists. Primary therefore seeks artists who wish to actively contribute to the dialogue and activities that will ultimately transform the building from the present physical resource to a social and cultural resource.

Your application should consist of the following:

· A completed application form (word document or PDF)

· Supporting information: 5 up to date images (jpg format, 5MB maximum in total), other files and/or website links (including video material) as appropriate, ensure a full explanatory list of supporting information is provided (word document or PDF)

· Current CV (word document or PDF)

If you would like to visit the building, Primary are offering a number of studio visits to see the spaces and venue and ask any questions:

Thursday 26 January, 12.30 –1.30

Thursday 2 February, 10.00-11.00

Thursday 9 February, 16.30– 17.30

Places are limited so to book a place on the open days, or if you require any further information, or have any difficulties in completing the above process please contact Michelle Bowen: 

T: 0115 9244493 E: admin@weareprimary.org
Deadline for applications: 10:00am monday 13 february 2012
Application Form

	PERSONAL DETAILS

	Title, e.g. Mr/Mrs/Ms:
	Address:



	First Name (s):
	

	Surname:


	Post Code:
	

	Email address:



	Daytime phone:


	Evenings/Weekends phone:




	PERSONAL STATEMENT
Please write a short statement addressing all of the following sections (not exceeding 1500 words in total).



	An introduction to your practice / activity

Please try to provide a clear and informative summary of your practice / activity and how this supports or develops contemporary art practice



	Details of any forthcoming projects

Please detail examples of forthcoming projects relevant to your specific practice / activity




	An outline of the critical context for your practice

Critical context is the analysis of the framework of ideas, relations and environmental situations that you engage with and actively investigate through your practice / activity.


	How a studio at Primary will support the development of your practice

Please outline how a studio at primary will make a difference to you and your practice / activity.


	How you would like contribute to the creative life of Primary

Please try to be specific and realistic about what you would offer to support and develop Primary.


	Any preferences or specific requirements for studio space (e.g. access, light levels, dimensions)



	Any additional information that you feel supports your application
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