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Hyson Green theatre group achieve international recognition

New Art Exchange is proud to announce its young people’s programme YARD (Youth Arts Research Development) has reached international success by securing one of three UK places in a the  International  young people’s theatre festival, Contacting the World  devised and managed by Contact, Manchester.
 Six companies will be taking part in next year’s festival which will be held between 9 - 15 July 2012.

The selected companies were twinned Yard Theatre will be working with Moradokmai Theatre Community in Thailand. All of the resulting pairs will collaborate, share ideas and set each other creative ideas over the internet before creating brand new productions that will be showcased at the festival in July 2012.

The six companies taking part in next year’s festival are:

· Moradokmai Theatre Community (Thailand) & YARD Theatre (Nottingham)

· Crown Troupe of Africa (Nigeria) & Shockout (Manchester) 

· Arts in Action’s Wordsmiths (Trinidad & Tobago) & CYAC (Manchester)

Including workshops, matinees and evening double-bill performances Contacting the World 2012 will offer an unparalleled showcase of emerging international talent. A truly global event Contacting the World encourages its participants to ask difficult questions about the complexities, challenges and excitement of the global community.
Skinder Hundal, Chief Executive of New Art Exchange commented:

“It’s great to see that the hard work and creativity of the participants of our youth programme and YARD Theatre has been recognised once again! It’s great that they have been able to use new technologies innovatively with theatre to produce a piece of work that will cross international boundaries. As an organisation we champion innovation, diversity and ‘new exchanges’ - so it’s great to be an integral part of Contact Manchester’sfestival.” 
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Notes to Editors:
 

· Venue:  New Art Exchange, 39-41 Gregory Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 6BE

· Opening Times:  Monday to Saturday 10am - 5pm, Sunday: Closed 

· Admission to all our exhibitions, and many events / talks / workshops are FREE

· For more information visit the NAE website:  www.nae.org.uk
· For more information on Contact please visit: www.contactmcr.com
· To see Julie Hesmondhalgh and Sarah Gbeleyi announcing the companies please go to: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDllQIdPQIs&feature=youtu.be 
Contacting the World Biography
First established in 2002 as part of the Commonwealth Games Contacting the World has worked with more than 700 participants from more than 30 countries. Held biennially it has inspired innovation, creativity and intercultural dialogue. Part of the legacy of the project is the ongoing development of an expanding network of young theatre makers across the globe, forging new exchanges, new ways of working and creative collaborations.

New Art Exchange 
 

· New Art Exchange was awarded £5million of funding from Arts Council England, Nottingham City Council, the Greater Nottingham Partnership, East Midlands Development Agency, Radford and Hyson Green New Deal for Communities, and European Regional Development Funding, and took 18 months to build. The organisation was a big winner in Arts Council England’s January 2008   review of national arts funding, and subsequently in March 2011. The award was made in recognition of the organisation’s vital role in supporting visual and performing arts, at a local and international level.

· The building designed by architects Hawkins\ Brown boasts a 5-storey building providing 1360sqm of space dedicated to visual arts, with galleries, workshop/performance/rehearsal space, artists in residence facilities, and a cafe.  Distinguished from the red clay buildings of the neighbourhood by its black brick façade and arrangement of frameless windows ranging in size (from 0.16sqm to 4.84sqm), offers incidental and unexpected views into and out of the building.

    Mission:  New Art Exchange’s ambition is to become a national centre of excellence promoting contemporary arts development within the cultural and creative industries, to deliver an innovative and exciting programme of activity to promote, support and advocate contemporary multi-cultural arts development in visual and performing arts and new media. To be a cultural centre led by African, African Caribbean and South Asian arts practice. To serve an international community from roots firmly embedded in the local area.
