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New Art Exchange wins bid to pioneer
national digital R&D project
 

In its triumphant third year, New Art Exchange is delighted to announce it has been selected for a pioneering digital project with Artfinder, after applications from almost 500 organisations.  

Eight pioneering projects have been selected in the UK that will harness digital technologies for the benefit of the arts and cultural sector, and will receive funding from the Digital Research and Development Fund for Arts and Culture run by Arts Council England, the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and Nesta.
Following the launch of the £0.5 million Fund in early June, 495 projects applied for a total of £28.5 million worth of funding. Eight projects were finally selected to receive funding including London Symphony Orchestra, Imperial War Museum, The Sage Gateshead and New Art Exchange. The Fund aims to support art and cultural organisations to work with those with digital expertise to understand the potential offered by new technologies. Ideas were sought that would help organisations connect with wider audiences and explore new ways of working. New Art Exchange in Nottingham will work with Artfinder, to develop an online community which allows new talent and artists to upload and sell their art work, as well as audiences to vote on and virtually curate art programmes to be physically displayed in a public space. 

New Art Exchange’s innovation - Culture Cloud is a digital space where artists and creatives have the opportunity to upload their art work onto a web portal for audiences to then select and vote for the art works they like.  Eventually, the most popular and intriguing will be presented at New Art Exchange, thus transforming how public gallery spaces work with local communities and audiences in curating public gallery spaces.

 

Skinder Hundal, Chief Executive of New Art Exchange said: “We are delighted to be selected as one of the eight national projects for the NESTA digital research and development fund. It is an amazing achievement as the competition was intense, so credit to the team at NAE. This is a really exciting opportunity for us to experiment, and hopefully revolutionise how artists, audiences and a gallery space can interact within a global and local arts space. It will aim to unearth creative brilliance and talent, merge both physical and digital spaces, and give audiences more ownership as to how art is curated, selected and bought. We are amongst some very interesting national and international projects and hope to improve and innovate as we deliver this in conjunction with our new found partners.” 
Spencer Hyman, Chief Executive of Artfinder commented:  “We are really excited about working with New Art Exchange. To be part of this experimental pilot will give us the scope to develop and shape our technology and instigate a new business model, reach and explore new markets with a reputable public gallery space. This is an exciting opportunity for us both to test and implement approaches as to how art is profiled and curated using the latest digital technologies...” 
The project will take place over the next twelve months, and each will be evaluated to produce new data and research insights that can be shared with, and benefit, other organisations in the arts and culture sector.
- Ends -
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Notes to Editors:
· New Art Exchange celebrates its third anniversary in September 2011

· New Art Exchange is working with arts agency Artfinder (further information below) to develop the pioneering project: Culture Cloud
· New Art Exchange secured funding of £54,000 and will be working with the local community and partners to deliver the project

· NESTA’s Digital R&D Fund for Arts and Culture is looking to support arts and cultural organisations across England who want to work with digital technologies to expand their audience reach and engagement and / or explore new business models 
The project is run / funded by Arts Council England (ACE) and AHRC 
· Established in April 2005, the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) is a Non-Departmental Public body. AHRC evolved from the Arts and Humanities Research Board, which was founded in 1998.
· Venue:  New Art Exchange, 39-41 Gregory Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 6BE

· Opening Times:  Monday to Saturday 10am - 5pm, Sunday: Closed 

· Admission to all our exhibitions, and many events / talks / workshops are FREE

· For more information visit the NAE website:  www.nae.org.uk
 

New Art Exchange 
· New Art Exchange was awarded £5million of funding from Arts Council England, Nottingham City Council, the Greater Nottingham Partnership, East Midlands Development Agency, Radford and Hyson Green New Deal for Communities, and European Regional Development Funding, and took 18 months to build. The organisation was a big winner in Arts Council England’s January 2008 review of national arts funding, and subsequently in March 2011. The award was made in recognition of the organisation’s vital role in supporting visual and performing arts, at a local and international level.

· The building designed by architects Hawkins\ Brown boasts a 5-storey building providing 1360sqm of space dedicated to visual arts, with galleries, workshop/performance/rehearsal space, artists in residence facilities, and a cafe.  Distinguished from the red clay buildings of the neighbourhood by its black brick façade and arrangement of frameless windows ranging in size (from 0.16sqm to 4.84sqm), offers incidental and unexpected views into and out of the building.

· Mission:  New Art Exchange’s ambition is to become a national centre of excellence promoting contemporary arts development within the cultural and creative industries, to deliver an innovative and exciting programme of activity to promote, support and advocate contemporary multi-cultural arts development in visual and performing arts and new media. To be a cultural centre led by African, African Caribbean and South Asian arts practice. To serve an international community from roots firmly embedded in the local area.

 

About Artfinder

· Artfinder is the home for art on the web. Artfinder is working with museums, galleries and artists to create the world's most comprehensive art resource and marketplace, available on the web, smartphones and tablet devices. Artfinder users can discover, explore and share art from the most comprehensive database of art online, which includes more than 500,000 works of painting, sculpture, photography and design from over 2,500 galleries worldwide. Users can also discover new art through the platform’s innovative personalized recommendation system, as well as purchase on-demand prints of favourite works. Artfinder comprises a team of entrepreneurs and engineers from Last.fm, Amazon, IAC, Yahoo, Tangozebra, Moshi Monsters

and The Guardian. For more, please visit www.artfinder.com
Page 1 of 3

