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Nottingham’s Mela Weekend hailed as a huge success!
 

 

After the record breaking Mela event last year Nottingham Mela, celebrations at New Art Exchange on Saturday 6 August and the Riverside festival on Sunday 7 August are hailed as a huge success, with almost 29,000
 revellers enjoying this year’s Mela Weekend.
Members of the public enjoyed a feast of culture this weekend, with the best of South Asian culture, dance, cuisine and music from all over the world showcased at the Mela in Nottingham.
As in previous years, the Mela took place at New Art Exchange in Hyson Green on Saturday, where revellers experienced the best in local and rising music talent from all genres. From Classical Indian to Congo, and Eastern European to Afghani, the Café Lounge hosted music acts throughout the day whilst belly dancers, circus jugglers and musicians populated other spaces. There were also family friendly workshops and film screenings taking place.

The Sunday saw Mela take place at the Riverside Festival for the first time, along the stunning Victoria Embankment and saw thousands of revellers enjoy the Mela alongside fairground attractions, boat races and lots of fun activities for the whole family.
Skinder Hundal, Chief Executive of New Art Exchange commented:

“It’s great to see so many new audiences, from diverse backgrounds enjoying this year’s Mela festivities. In a beautiful new setting this year - The Riverside Festival by Trent Bridge, it has been fantastic in introducing the festival to a diverse ethnic crowd. We’re looking forward to building on this in 2012, with a Mela fit to support the region’s forthcoming Olympic legacy.”
Background
The Mela scene started off in Nottingham and Bradford over two decades back, and has since enjoyed huge success all over the UK. On Saturday 6th August, There has been music from Afghanistan, Congo, Guyana, Punjab and Ukraine, as it featured as part of the Riverside Festival for the first time. The Mela stage featured Indo Jazz, Bollywood, Bhangra and Indo-Funk-Classical live acts, with Transglobal Underground on the Festival Stage.
 

Numerous activities also took place at the Mela Weekend, including children’s’ activities, music workshops, interactive dance, face painting, mehndi artists with many specialty stalls selling Asian arts, textiles, music and freshly prepared Asian food.
  

Britain’s premier Mela festival has consistently showcased live performances by national and international artists including the likes of Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, Nitin Sawhney, Anup Jalota, Najma , Akhtar, Baluji Shrivastav, Aziz Mian Qawwaal, Alaap, DCS, Apna Sangeet, Golden Star and Apache Indian amongst others. The best in performances from the diverse artistic cultures of South Asia such as Bhangra, Ghazal, Qawwali, classical & folk dance and theatre.
 

Nottingham Mela has continually brought together young South Asian artists and visitors from around the country in an environment of creativity, tolerance and respect. The event has always provided a unique opportunity to experience and partake in a weekend of live performances, interactive workshops and something slightly different. In recent years it did condense from a two-day festival to a one day event, but the thoughts and spirit behind Mela remain the same, that of creativity, music, respect, and celebration in diversity.
 

< Ends >
For further press information please contact:
 

Raam Tarat, Marketing and Communications - Nottingham Mela Network
T: 0115 924 8630, M: 077910 45090, E: raam@nae.org.uk 
  

Notes to Editors
 

Event
 

• Date: Saturday 6 August and Sunday 7th August 2011
• Event times: 12pm - 7pm
• Venues: New Art Exchange and Victoria Embankment as a part of Riverside Festival
• Admission to Mela and related arts / dance / community workshops are FREE
• This event has been co-produced by New Art Exchange and Nottingham Asian Arts Council, with funding support from Nottingham City Council.
 

 

New Art Exchange
 

• New Art Exchange was awarded £5million of funding from Arts Council England, Nottingham City Council, the Greater Nottingham Partnership, East Midlands Development Agency, Radford and Hyson Green New Deal for Communities, and European Regional Development Funding, and took 18 months to build. The organisation was a big winner in Arts Council England’s the January 2008 review of national arts funding gaining a 58% increase in its annual funding grant. The award was made in recognition of the organisation’s vital role in supporting visual and performing arts.
 

 

New Art Exchange
 

Vision Statement  - ‘championing the art of diversity’
By 2015 New Art Exchange aims to be nationally recognised for “championing the art of diversity” and be at the centre of a thriving, vibrant community in the East Midlands.  It has the expertise and capacity to drive national and international demand for high quality contemporary visual arts working in partnership with culturally diverse communities to raise the impact, profile, market and reach of the arts at a local and global level.

 

Mission Statement
NAE’s mission is to raise the impact, profile and development of culturally diverse contemporary visual arts and artists regionally, nationally and in a global context. To achieve the above the company will:

 

      Nurture and make visible creative talent and entrepreneurship at local to global level
      Create a model of practice for viable and thriving creative businesses
      Inform, challenge and contribute to the development of intellectual and social capital
      Engage hard to reach minority ethnic communities as audiences and patrons of art
 

Nottingham Asian Arts Council
 

•    Nottingham Asian Arts Council (NAAC) is a non-for-profit organisation which is dedicated to the promotion of South Asian Arts within the Nottinghamshire region. It is a voluntary organisation formed in October 1986 with the specific aim of promoting South Asian Arts in Nottinghamshire. NAAC began its work directly in Nottingham City with members of the resident Indian sub-continent communities, but later broadened out across the various boroughs of Nottingham. NAAC now works across the County, whilst also developing contacts nationally and internationally to support cultural activities and artists.
 

•    NAAC is funded through a grant received from the Nottingham City Council and the East Midlands Arts Council. Various other grants are secured to deliver specific projects.
 

•    The organisation has been instrumental in encouraging the promotion of cultural diversity through the education of the public in all areas of Asian Arts and culture. NAAC has successfully started up classes and workshops in Asian music and dance via liaison with the Arts Council England East Midlands. It has also been behind the promotion of various local artists in the Nottingham area.
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