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MAMA RAJ

An Anglo- Indian Family History

Adrian Shaw
Exhibition dates: Wednesday 7 - Friday 30 December 2011

Launch date: Saturday 10 December 2011, 3pm - 5pm
New Art Exchange is proud to present a new exhibition by Adrian Shaw exploring the complexities of Anglo- Indian history and his on-going search for identity. 
Adrian Shaw’s ‘MAMA RAJ’ explores his diasporic, Anglo-Indian family history, which is typical of this group, from Raj to post-Indian independence. Shaw has based his research on family trees, old photographs as archival material, and interviews with the senior surviving member of his family - his mother. Shaw has re-photographed this material digitally, and used video, printing, assemblage, montage, collage and text (based on previous published and unpublished poems and stories) to produce work which ranges from two-dimensional to time-based (4-D). He employs ‘layering’, reversal and distortion of images (reflecting ‘Memory’).
The work on show (some of it ‘in progress’) will link montage, mixed-media, metallic and plain white MDF boards, photographs and other paintings transferred onto canvas, prints and videos. The artist has used metallic paints (gold, silver, bronze, copper, pewter) representing ‘valued’, elements and metals which were mined and worked during the days of the British Empire.

Shaw says “I have used these ‘valued elements and metals which enabled the ruling hegemony to exercise control - along with jewels, cloth, spices, foodstuffs, etc. which I have included in the montages.  I have also written my identity-memory poems in a ‘black book’ using gold and silver inks (‘Silver Threads Among the Gold’). I am exploring ‘light-generating’ methods. 

A statement from the Artist**
Although the work may be perceived as ‘autobiographical’, it is also political in terms of the search for identity and memory, which is questioned and critiqued in post-colonialist terms. For the historical title ‘Anglo-Indian’ (A-I) represents a challenge - and future hope - in this post 9/11, 7/7, still racist world. Memory always presents a challenge, linked as it is to Identity, especially in a group which continually and continuously asks itself ‘who am I? Who are we?’, and which often creates myths about itself. Within the history of the Sub-Continent, Anglo-Indians have represented a ‘middle’, ‘Subaltern’ (Spivak, Biswas, et al) group. Groups in other racial contexts have also been similarly intra- and inter- critiqued (Bisexuals, The Pied-Noir in French Saharan Africa, East Indians in the Caribbean, etc.) by writers such as E. Said, F. Fanon, and V.S. Naipaul. 
There is also an element of self- and extra- racism and hatred. My mother, for example, would ‘white’ me up with face-powder as a child in order that I ‘passed’ within the hegemonic (white European) group with which we ‘mixed’ people sought to identify ourselves. 

I hope this exhibition will go a long way to remind people in Britain that there was an Empire once, which was the home of a people which was rejected, and betrayed when India went ‘independent’. Some of these people remained in that great Country as loyal citizens, and others came out to the ‘Mother Country’ and elsewhere in the Commonwealth and remain largely unrecognised. There are many surprisingly famous members (some who still, sadly, reject their mixed-identity), such as Cliff Richard, Englebert Humperdinck,  Merle Oberon, Ava Gardner, Colin Cowdrey, Joanna Lumley, Ben Kingsley,  Freddie Mercury,  Anna Lenowens, et al, who either racially, or culturally belong to the group ‘Anglo-Indian’.

 And, of course, today, there are groups facing the same problems in our ‘multi-cultural’ Western societies, (young British Asians, etc.), who are undergoing their own struggles for identity and acceptance in the mélange, in order to be accepted as ‘Citizens…’
Adrian Shaw’s MAMA RAJ will be on show between Wednesday 7 December and Friday 30 December 2011 at New Art Exchange, Nottingham. The Launch will take place on Saturday 10 December 2011, 3pm - 5pm.
**Please note that this statement reflects the personal opinions of the artist and not New Art Exchange.

< Ends >

For further Press information, images or enquiries please contact: Nayo Hunt, Marketing and PR Officer on E: nayo@nae.org.uk  | T:  0115 924 8630
Notes to Editors:

· Adrian Shaw’s MAMA RAJ will be exhibited between Wednesday 7 December and Friday 30 December 2011.
· The Launch event will be on Saturday 10 December 2011, 3pm - 5pm
· Venue:  New Art Exchange, 39-41 Gregory Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 6BE
· Opening Times:  Monday to Friday 10am - 7pm, Saturday 10am - 5pm, Sunday: Closed 

· Admission to the exhibition is FREE

· For more information visit the NAE website:  www.nae.org.uk
New Art Exchange 

· New Art Exchange was awarded £5million of funding from Arts Council England, Nottingham City Council, the Greater Nottingham Partnership, East Midlands Development Agency, Radford and Hyson Green New Deal for Communities, and European Regional Development Funding, and took 18 months to build. The organisation was a big winner in Arts Council England’s the January 2008 review of national arts funding gaining a 58% increase in its annual funding grant.  The award was made in recognition of the organisation’s vital role in supporting visual and performing arts.
· The building designed by architects Hawkins\ Brown boasts 5 -storey building provides 1360 sqm space dedicated to visual arts with; galleries, workshop/performance/rehearsal space, artists in residence facilities, and a cafe.  Distinguished from the red clay buildings of the neighbourhood by its black brick façade and arrangement of frameless windows ranging in size (from 0.16 sqm to 4.84sqm), offers incidental and unexpected views into and out of the building.
· Mission:  The New Art Exchange ambition is to become a national centre of excellence promoting contemporary arts development within the cultural and creative industries, to deliver an innovative and exciting programme of activity to promote, support and advocate contemporary multi-cultural arts development in visual and performing arts and new media. To be a cultural centre led by African, African Caribbean and South Asian arts practice. To serve an international community from roots firmly embedded in the local area.
· New Art Exchange has won a number of awards, including: The RIBA National Award 2009, RIBA East Midlands Award 2009, The Lord Mayor's Awards for Urban Design - New Build and Overall Award, and the National Civic Trust Award 2009
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