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Art and Faith Lab (part one)
Tasawar Bashir

Exhibition dates: Wednesday 7 - Friday 30 December 2011
Launch date: Saturday 10 December 2011, 3-5pm
New Art Exchange is excited to present the Art and Faith Lab, an opportunity for the local community to engage with artist Tasawar Bashir and contribute personal ideas and experiences in this exploration of art, faith and inner city realities.
Tasawar Bashir is an architect and artist. In his work he strives to explore the notion of the sacred in dazzlingly strange ways. So far this spiritual enquiry has been realised through documentary film, music production, graphic design, and architecture. 
During December, in the run up to all things Christmas, Tasawar will be running an Art & Faith Lab at the New Art Exchange in Nottingham where he will explore how the local, in this case, areas such as Hyson Green and Forest Fields, can inform his on-going projects. 
The lab is intended to be an informal space to present and test ideas and gain feedback from friends and colleagues about the difficult pleasures of aesthetic and metaphysical apprehension. Tasawar has an eclectic range of influences in his and he cites heroes such Chris Marker, Luis Bunuel, Aziz Mian, Harold Bloom, Hitoshi Abe, Wong Kai Wai, Yash Chopra, Muhammed Rafi, and Tom Waits. To share this passion and to help stimulate the grey cells Tasawar is bringing to the lab a carload of novels, comics, DVDs, CDs, art books, fashion magazines, architectural drawings, prayer books, and even a vintage hi-fi to play some records on. 
To start off the lab Tasawar and his collaborators will present preliminary research, interview material, photographs, and data about the local context. They will also present some work in progress. As the lab progresses each day there will be a number of guests and artists who will come along and share their ideas and work too. After dark, when the NAE is closed, Tasawar hopes to explore the surrounding shops, cafes, and interesting spaces, animating them with art, music, film and lively discussion.
Please note: the programme is a lab and therefore subject to slight changes. You can follow everything and find out about the latest developments at the website: www.cultural-intelligence-agency.com.
Tasawar Bashir’s Art and Faith Lab will run between Wednesday 7 December and Friday 30 December 2011 at New Art Exchange, Nottingham. The Launch will take place on Saturday 10 December 2011, 3pm - 5pm.
< Ends >
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Notes to Editors:

· Tasawar Bashir’s Art and Faith Lab (part one) will be on between Wednesday 7 December and Friday 30 December 2011.
· The Launch event will be on Saturday 10 December 2011, 3-5pm
· You can follow the exhibitions development on the website http://www.cultural-intelligence-agency.com/ 
· Venue:  New Art Exchange, 39-41 Gregory Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 6BE
· Opening Times:  Monday to Friday 10am - 7pm, Saturday 10am - 5pm, Sunday: Closed 
· Admission to the exhibition is FREE
· For more information visit the NAE website:  www.nae.org.uk

New Art Exchange 

· New Art Exchange was awarded £5million of funding from Arts Council England, Nottingham City Council, the Greater Nottingham Partnership, East Midlands Development Agency, Radford and Hyson Green New Deal for Communities, and European Regional Development Funding, and took 18 months to build. The organisation was a big winner in Arts Council England’s the January 2008 review of national arts funding gaining a 58% increase in its annual funding grant.  The award was made in recognition of the organisation’s vital role in supporting visual and performing arts.
· The building designed by architects Hawkins\ Brown boasts 5 -storey building provides 1360 sqm space dedicated to visual arts with; galleries, workshop/performance/rehearsal space, artists in residence facilities, and a cafe.  Distinguished from the red clay buildings of the neighbourhood by its black brick façade and arrangement of frameless windows ranging in size (from 0.16 sqm to 4.84sqm), offers incidental and unexpected views into and out of the building.
· Mission:  The New Art Exchange ambition is to become a national centre of excellence promoting contemporary arts development within the cultural and creative industries, to deliver an innovative and exciting programme of activity to promote, support and advocate contemporary multi-cultural arts development in visual and performing arts and new media. To be a cultural centre led by African, African Caribbean and South Asian arts practice. To serve an international community from roots firmly embedded in the local area.
· New Art Exchange has won a number of awards, including: The RIBA National Award 2009, RIBA East Midlands Award 2009, The Lord Mayor's Awards for Urban Design - New Build and Overall Award, and the National Civic Trust Award 2009
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